AN   IRREPRESSIBLE    CONFLICT

tories, what would you say then? Is not the
Kansas-Nebraska Act a great measure for saving
the Union by satisfying the South? Do you
prefer to keep slavery out of the Territories and
break the Union, rather than to admit slavery
and save the Union? Which do you choose, the
extension of slavery or the breaking of the
Union? To this Lincoln answered that if these
were really the alternatives which the Kansas-
Nebraska Act held out, he would choose the
extension of slavery and the maintenance of the
Union. 'Much as I hate slavery, I would consent
to the extension of it rather than see the Union
dissolved, just as I would consent to any great
evil to avoid a greater one.'

This was a startling answer. It is a sentence to
remember. It guides Lincoln's thought. It is the
saving of the American Union which is always
uppermost in his thoughts and policy. But in
this case he goes on quickly to complete the
answer. He says he does not believe that these
are the alternatives which are presented. It is not
true to claim that the extension of slavery, by
such measures as the Kansas-Nebraska Act, will
save the Union. Such measures may persuade the
South that it is worth while to remain in the
Union, but will they not also go far to persuade
the North that it is becoming fast a Union in
which it is not worth while to remain? 'When I
go to Union-saving/ says Lincoln, *I must
believe, at least, that the means I employ have
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